For & number of years a portion of
the sxpense of conducting various
city departments has been charged
(o the water fund,

Thix is done to wreok the profit
surplus: of a publicly-owned utility,
the Ingical use of which would be
to promote city ownership of other
utilities, in the opinion of the Public
Ownership League of Cook County.

Opponetits of public ownership, es-
peciafly those who ars hostile 1o city
ownership of the ktreet car system,
think #t would be bad for thelr side
if an existing public utility rolled up
s big profit surptus, They are afraid
that the people would demand that
the profit of the water dep't be
used in furthering the purchnu of
the street car sywtem.

The Public Ownership league i=
ready 10 lead o fight in courts to stop
the ralding of the waler fund. At its
moeoting yesterday it authotized lts
offfcers to proceed with suit to re-
strain the city from using money of
the water fund for any other purpase
than tha! of direct benefil of the
witer department.

“The situntion s such that we are
gure of winnlng thie suit,™ =aid Mor-
ton i. Johnson, pres. of Penny Phone
league. “'Let us enter this fight for
the good of the peapls of Chicagn
and prove to them that nwot all the
braing and not all the money i on
the sige of capital. Don't compro-
mige! Show the people of Chicago
that the work of the Jeague 1s such
that It js protecting and conserving
the Interests of the clty™

The league renfMirmed its Intention
procesded with court action over (he
water fund before this, but the wise
ones at City Hall played the game so
Uhat action of the P. 0. L. would have
endungered the wages of many inno-
cent city employes. By directing the
restraining order aguinst 1617 appro-
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priations before the 1917 city budget
is made, injury to these workers is
made impossible.

In 1916 $745.400.90 was appropri-
ated from the water fand to other
city departments.

The legane reaffirmed its intention
of fighting the sale of the Automat-
ic Phone Co. to the Chi. Tel, Co. to
a finish. The league's plan for an or-
der restraining the constimmation of
the telepbone sale will be heard In
Federal Judge Landis’ court Wednes-
day. Federsl sction was secured by
the purchase throtigh a member of
the league of a share of stock in the
ChL Tel Co.

Actions are also dus on the sale ore
dinance in Cook and Sangamon
county courts.

The league put Hself on record
agrin as being ready to fight the
plan of certain members of the
school bourd to sell more of the pub-
l{e achool land.

An appeal was made by Charles
Doid for nonpartizan nomination of
judges in place of the "star cham-
ber” method of choosing candidates
:lm:b as was pursued at the iast slec

on."

It became evident st the meeting
vesterdays that there I8 & fesling
among some that the league Is pay-
Ing too much attention to militancy
and too little to organization. It Is
agreed by all that thorough ward or-
ganization & essentinl to success,

—

CHICAGO SOLDIER DEMENTED

Springfield, IL—Wm. 0'Brien, he-
lieved of the Tth regiment of Chicae
g0, spent last night In straight jacket
at county jail. Became demented
during pight Improved todsy and
muy.he allowed to return to eamp.

Private Harrie E. Jones, Co. ), 4th
Infantry, Parte, IIl, committed sui-
cide by cutting his throat with a ri-
zoor at Camp Dunno yesterdsy,




